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hen Mike Cole finished his ‘39 Knucklehead, that had

sheet metal hand hammered out of copper, he picked

up the nickname “Copper Mike.” That handle seemed

to stick among all his friends and gave him inspiration

to carry the luster of high polished copper into his next
build, pictured here, Gravesend.

‘What is even more unique about this bike, and a point that you
might miss right off, is the truly unique combination of a
Shovelhead bottom end and a Knuckle top. When I asked
Mike why they decided to go this way, his partner Charlie
shouted, “’Cause someone said it couldn’t be done.”

Charlie Lamantia started Street Smarts about five

gyears ago after wrenching from his home garage for
ut thirty years and with a lifetime as a machinist/
tooxlfnd die maker, he doesn’t respond well to the

word can’t. That might be the reason they call him the
“Vjolent Italian  So when they looked at what needed to
be doneto.oxercome this challenge, it was

either. He started 1st place “Bad to the Bone™
riding dirt bikes whenhe was  class. That's a hell of an honor
twelve and made the transm n but t‘hei awards woul dgz’— to
the. e




pression that the bulk of this build is
all about a copper plated frame and a
trick motor; that’s far from the truth.
What the sum total of this machine
is comes from the asthetic blend of
art and the machine. Every painstak-
ing detail from the hand-made bars
and fender struts, to the hand fabbed
sheet metal and engine mount, give
this beauty street credit with extra to
spare. Sitting in a parking lot, it
forces people to walk over to it, and
as it rolls down the street, their
heads twist off.

The execution of their brand of

Bobber works so well, you
could compare the clean lines and
almost not believe that it’s a one-off, hand-
mddc bike. But that’s just what they do at

. They call themselves a “No
hop who loves the
work they do, and it shows. The brass
risers and pegs, the classic pipe wrap over,
and the hand-made exhaust system
hugging the Knuckle sandwich is just too
much for a tramp like me; I want one!
Makes me wonder what they’ll be bring-
ing to Florida this year. Guess we’ll have
to see. Until then, you can check them out
on their web site. As always, tell ‘em the
Source sent ya. @@REm
Cycle Re-sources:

Street Smart Cycles Inc.

15 Monmouth Ct. - East Northport, NY
Phone: 631-261-2440
www.streetsmartcycles.com
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Butider: Street Smart Cycles Inc.
Ignttien: Dyna
Dispiacement: 74"

Pistens: V-Twin 8.

Cam(s): Crane FL Shovel
Garh: Mikuni/ Street Smart Manifold

Make: Ultima
Shifting: 6 Speed - Foot Shift

Performance Machine

Color: Root Beer Copper Metal Flake
@raphics: Copper Lea
Maiding: None

Copper Piating By: Artistic Chrome

ACCESSORIES —
Bars: Strect Smart Narrow Baby Apes
Risers: Todd Cycle Brass

Hano Gentrels: Hockey Tape

Gas Tank(s): Modified Tear Drop

Front Fender: None

Rear Fender: Front Fender Modified & Ribbed
Seat: Mikey's Leatherworks

Foot Controls: Street Smart Mid Controls
Talillght: ‘09 Car Running Light Converted
Headiight: ‘61 FL Spot Light

0% Tani: Bill Ddge - Bling Cycles
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